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Editor’s Note 
 
This double issue is extra special to me since it’s the first one that’s funded by the 
readers. Many of you wished to remain anonymous, so instead I thank all of you 
who contributed in some way. List of names below for those who wish for the 
public shout-out. Yay! Even though we’re light on artwork this issue and the 
format of this issue looks a bit different from what you’re used to, I hope the text 
more than makes up for it.  
 
Krisma 
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CONTRIBUTOR NOTES 
 
 
Edward Adams lives and works in Baltimore, a fine place for a writer because 
the city demands you pay attention. New work by Adams has been published 
or is upcoming in Confrontation, Forge, Green Hills Literary Lantern, Harpur 
Palate, Lullwater, Nimrod, Pearl, and Quiddity. 
 
Emily May Anderson holds a BFA from Bowling Green State University and an 
MFA from Penn State University. After her sojourn in Pennsylvania, she has 
recently returned to Ohio; she lives in Columbus where she teaches English 
and Communications and does freelance proofreading. Her poetry is 
forthcoming or recently published in Sweet: A Literary Confection, Poetry East, 
Pudding Magazine, Apropos Literary Review, and other venues. 
 
A. Anupama is an Indian-American poet, translator, and MFA candidate at 
Vermont College of Fine Arts. Her poems and essays have appeared or are 
forthcoming in Monkeybicycle, Numero Cinq Magazine, and Green Hills Literary 
Lantern. She lives in Nyack, New York. 
 
Jessica Barksdale is the author of twelve novels (some under Jessica Inclan), 
including Her Daughter’s Eyes, The Matter of Grace, and When You Believe. She 
is a professor of English at Diablo Valley College and teaches online writing 
classes for UCLA Extension. 
 
Karen Batchelor is a former Peace Corps Volunteer and a retired college 
professor. She has published poems, short stories, essays and professional 
articles. Karen is the author of a novel, Murder at Ocean View College, and co-
author of eight textbooks. Her work has appeared in The Contemporary West, 
Sanskrit, Career Education, and several other literary journals. 
 
H. Pan Brown holds a BA degree from the University of Minnesota and a 
Master of Pastoral Studies from Loyola of New Orleans. She has written for two 
regional Colorado newspapers and freelanced for local organizations. After 
retiring from a career as Activity Director at a nursing home, she has 
concentrated on her long-time interest in writing fiction and poetry. She is a 
charter member of the Western Colorado Writer’s Forum and has studied three 
years with the Colorado chapter of Women Writing for (a) Change. She calls 
Grand Junction, Colorado her home. 
 
Jessie Carty is the author of five poetry collections including the upcoming 
chapbook An Amateur Marriage (Finishing Line Press, 2012) which was a 
finalist for the 2011 Robert Watson Prize. She teaches at RCCC in Concord, 
North Carolina. You can find her editing Referential Magazine or blogging at 
http://jessiecarty.com. 



 
Belo Cipriani is a freelance writer, speaker, and the author of Blind: A Memoir. 
Learn more at http://www.blindamemoir.com. (Editor’s Note: The piece 
published here is an excerpt from his memoir.) 
 
Patrick Lee Clark is currently a New Mexico State University MFA Poetry 
student, while he serves as a part-time Adjunct English Composition and ESL 
Instructor at Dona Ana Community College in Las Cruces. As a kid, he prayed 
if he could be a jack of all trades. Today, while he is an Arkansan, scholar, 
educator, talented-pianist, UMAC 2007 Defensive Player of the Year, Christian, 
son, uncle, and writer, Clark is proud to say that he hasn’t perfected any of 
these roles, but he admits that there has been fruition in his process of 
reaching. It will be interesting to see Clark’s growth as a writer. With a head 
full of imagination—some kinky, some straight strands—and his ability to 
croon his stories, we have fresh talent emerging. 
 
Judith Cody, poet and composer, has won national awards from Atlantic 
Monthly and Amelia magazines, as well as many honorable mentions. One of 
her poems, with its historical documents, is in the permanent collection of the 
Smithsonian Institution. Her poems are published in over sixty journals such 
as Nimrod International Journal, New York Quarterly, South Carolina Review, 
Texas Review, Fugue, Distillery, Cumberland Poetry Review, Fox Cry Review, 
Louisville Review, Madison Review, Phoebe, Quiddity, Primavera, Poet Lore, 
Poem, Xavier Review, Caduceus, Arabesques Review, Language and Culture, 
and others. She is currently the editor of a PEN anthology and the editor for a 
NASA division history. http://www.judithcody.com 
 
Brian Alan Ellis lives in Tallahassee, Florida. His fiction has appeared in Skive, 
Zygote in my Coffee, The Whistling Fire, Monkey Bicycle, Corduroy Mtn., The Big 
Stupid Review, DOGZPLOT, The Splinter Generation, Flashquake, Epiphany, 
Underground Voices, Glossolalia, Diverse Arts Project, The Single Hound, Conte, 
The Fine Line, Fiction Fix, Curbside Quotidian, and NAP, as well as in the 
anthology The Incredible Shrinking Story (Fast Forward Press). He also sings for 
the Ex-Boogeymen and waits patiently for Better Off Dead to receive the 
Criterion treatment. http://www.brianalanellis.tumblr.com 
 
William Wright Harris attends the University of Tennessee-Knoxville, where he 
studies English literature, creative writing, and film. His poetry has been 
published in anthologies as well as literary publications; appearing in the 
United States of America, the United Kingdom, Canada, and Thailand. 
 
Alison Hicks’s full-length collection of poems, Kiss, came out in Fall 2011. She 
is also the author of a chapbook Falling Dreams, a novella Love: A Story of 
Images, and the co-editor of an anthology, Prompted. She has twice received 
fellowships from the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts; her work has appeared 



or is forthcoming in Eclipse, Gargoyle, Grey Sparrow, Gulf Stream, G.W. Review, 
The Hollins Critic, Pearl, Quiddity, and Whiskey Island. She leads community-
based writing workshops under the name Greater Philadelphia Wordshop 
Studio (http://www.philawordshop.com). 
 
Ruth Keally, a native North Carolinian, currently lives in Georgia where she 
enjoys writing poetry, flash fiction, and narrative nonfiction in her spare time. 
Her work has appeared in Athens (GA) magazine and the online journals Long 
Story Short and Pens on Fire. 
 
Lenny Levine has received a 2011 Pushcart Prize nomination for short fiction. 
His stories have appeared in Amarillo Bay, Cairn, The Dirty Goat, Eleven Eleven, 
The Griffin, The Jabberwock Review, RiverSedge, and Westview. He earned a BA 
in speech and theater from Brooklyn College, after which he became a singer-
songwriter. He has written songs and sung backup for Billy Joel, Neil Diamond, 
Peggy Lee, Diana Ross, Barry Manilow, the Pointer Sisters, Carly Simon, and 
others. In addition, he has composed many successful jingles, including 
McDonald’s, Lipton Tea, and Jeep. 
 
Gene McCormick lives in a small village in Illinois, where poetry doesn’t get 
appreciated as much as it does in these pages and those in The Chaffin 
Journal, Tiger’s Eye, Pegasus, Clark Street Review, Saturday Diner, and others. 
His latest collection of poetry and short stories, An Ice Axe At Dusk, has just 
been published by March Street Press. 
 
Matthew Ostapchuk is a graduate of Chester College of New England, and is 
currently pursuing his MFA at Hollins University. His writing has also 
appeared most recently in Jet Fuel Review, Interrobang!? Magazine, Specter 
Literary Magazine, and Best New Poets 2010, among others. 
 
Gabriel Padilha is an Argentine-born photographer now living in Montevideo, 
Uruguay, and New York City. His photos have recently appeared in Red Booth 
Review, 5 X 5 Magazine, and on the cover of Bloom. Visit his website: 
http://www.gabrielpadilha.com 
 
Matt Perron lives and teaches in Brooklyn, New York. His work has appeared 
in Cadillac Cicatrix, Sanskrit, The Dos Passos Review, G.W. Review, and 
RiverSedge. 
 
Andrew J. Peters writes fantasy, young adult, and contemporary fiction. His 
short fiction has appeared in Ganymede and Wilde Oats. He is a guest 
columnist for the Latino/a literary site La Bloga, and a 2011 Lambda Literary 
Foundation Fellow. For more about his writing and a blog on queer media and 
fantasy, visit http://andrewjpeterswrites.com. 
 



Carole Poppleton is faculty at Maryland Institute College of Art where she has 
taught language arts for the past fourteen years. When not working, she 
spends her time exploring foreign lands, making art, assisting a dog-rescue 
group, and dabbling in competitive sports. She resides in Baltimore, Maryland, 
with her Australian Shepherd. 
 
Colleen Purcell moved back to Chile after living nine years in the United 
States. She has been photographing the world around her for the last twenty 
years. Her photos have been published in Foliate Oak, The Meadowland 
Review, Off the Coast, Subliminal Interiors, Temenos, and a few other 
publications. 
 
Diana M. Raab is a poet and memoirist and author of eight books of prose and 
poetry. Her writings have appeared widely in anthologies, literary journals and 
magazines, including Rattle, The Writers’ Journal, The Writer, Rosebud, and 
many more. Dear Anais: My Life in Poems for You (2008) won the 2009 Next 
Generation Indie Award and Reader Views Annual Award for Poetry, as well as 
received other high honors. My Muse Undresses Me (2007) is her chapbook, 
and her latest collection is The Guilt Gene (2009). Her most recent book Healing 
With Words: A Writer’s Cancer Journey (2010) is a self-help memoir which 
includes narrative and poetry. http://www.dianaraab.com 
 
Lacey Reynolds lives in Potosi, Wisconsin. She has been published in the 
Woman Hunter, MyDISFunkshion online magazine, and the Tenth Muse, in 
addition to several local publications. She currently writes blogs for Big Game 
Logic, a deer management company. She enjoys writing marketing content, but 
her passion is in creative writing. 
 
Known mainly as a poet/teacher, Barry Spacks has brought out various 
novels, stories, three poetry-reading CDs, and ten poetry collections while 
teaching literature and writing at MIT & UC Santa Barbara. His most recent 
book of poems, Food for the Journey, appeared from Cherry Grove in August 
2008. Over the years his poetry has appeared in The New Yorker, Harper's, 
Atlantic Monthly, Paris Review, and hundreds of other journals. 
 
Amy Tolbert lives with her two young children in the Deep South. She recently 
began studying to be a graphic designer but still hasn’t totally given up on her 
dream of somehow making a living as an artist one day. Prints of her artwork 
can be purchased at http://amy_tolbert.imagekind.com. 
 
Barbara Tramonte has had poems published in several literary magazines. 
She is a professor at SUNY Empire State College and has taught in urban 
environments for many years. She also owned a children’s bookstore, with her 
husband Bob, in Brooklyn for ten years. 
 



Michele Whitney was born and raised in Chicago and received her BS in 
marketing from Northern Illinois University and an MBA from Keller Graduate 
School of Management. She is now a PhD candidate for public service 
leadership at Capella University with a dissertation topic on the human-animal 
bond. An animal lover, she volunteers with several animal shelters. Her writing 
has been published in the Chicago Sun-Times and other venues. She spends 
her free time playing the flute, cooking, and practicing aromatherapy.
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